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Our best wishes go with those travelling to Vancouver next month  

for IHS 2016.  We hope you have a fabulous me!  

Ontario Guild of 

English Handbell 

Ringers 

CLAPPER  CHATTER 
                                                   June 2016 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Fes val 2017 update 

 Conduc ng workshop 

 OGEHR Clinician lis ng 

Submission deadline for the next issue:  Sept 30, for publica on Oct 15 
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PUBLICATION INFORMATION 

SUBMISSIONS 

Clapper Cha er welcomes your submissions.  All sub-
missions must be received by the following deadlines:  
September 30 (October issue), January 31 (February 
issue), May 31 (June issue).   

FORMAT 

Text in Microso  Word and high resolu on colour pho-
tos in .jpg format are preferred.  

REPRINT PERMISSION 

All material in this publica on is copyrighted and may 
not be duplicated or reprinted without advance wri en 
permission. 

DISCLAIMER 

The views expressed in Clapper Cha er are not neces-
sarily those of the Ontario Guild of English Handbell 
Ringers, nor does the appearance of products or ser-
vices in adver sements cons tute an endorsement by 
OGEHR. 

ADVERTISING 

Ad sizes and rates are available on request.  Adver sing 
must be submi ed by the submission deadlines listed 
above. All final ad artwork must be saved in Adobe Ac-
robat PDF format. When preparing ads, use high resolu-
on images and fonts, and set the Acrobat Preferences 

to embed the fonts and images at their original high 
resolu on quality. 

CLAPPER CHATTER EDITOR 

Please send all submissions to: 
Helen Coxon —Clapper Cha er Editor 
hcoxon@sympa co.ca 
416-420-9660 
 

CONTENTS 

A Clapper Cha er subscrip on is included with Individual, Honorary and Group OGEHR Memberships. Affiliate 
Members of OGEHR may also receive their own copy of Clapper Cha er by purchasing a subscrip on. To sub-
scribe, Affiiliate Members may contact the Membership Secretary:  J.-C. Coolen, 12 Coomer Crescent, Ajax, ON  
L1T 3B6 , 905 683 5757,  jccoolen@sympa co.ca 

Conduc ng workshop ....................................... 3 
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MORE ON SUBMISSIONS 

A newsle er thrives or dies based on its content, 
so we need your input! Do you have a concert 
coming up, a review of a performance just accom-
plished, a significant event in the life of your bell 
choir, or a favourite piece of music that you would 
like to recommend to others?  Send it in!  Any-
thing is fair game (subject to editorial review.)  
Accompanying photographs are encouraged, as 
they really liven things up.   
 
Clapper Cha er will be published in two formats: 
in full colour on the website, with a link sent out 
via the email tree, and hard-copy in black and 
white mailed out to those who are not on the 
email list.  If you are one of the la er, why not 
sign up for the email tree and get the full Clapper 
Cha er experience? 

 
We want your feedback.  Let us know what you 
like, or don’t like, or would like to see, by emailing 
Helen at hcoxon@sympa co.ca 
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CONDUCTING  

WORKSHOP 

DATE:  Saturday	August	27th	2016	           
TIME:   9:30am	–	3:00pm 
 
LOCATION:  Murray	Street	Baptist	Church		
	 																										175	Murray	Street,	Peterborough	ON.		
	
REGISTRATION:  OGEHR Member:		$25.00										 
Non	Member:		$65.00 *includes	one	year	complimentary	membership 
Contact	Cheryl	McFarlane	Email:	oliver.mcfarlanec@gmail.com	or	by	telephone	at	
905.269.1203	
	
COURSE OVERVIEW	
This	workshop	is	being	offered	in	advance	of	the	new	ringing	year,	when	directors	are	in	
preparations.		Participants,	with	clinician	Debbie	Fingas,	will	examine	the	components	of	
conducting	and	the	means	of	how	musical	indicators	and	patterns	contained	in	the	score	
get	communicated	from	conductor	to	ringers.		This	workshop	will	give	participants	ample	
individual	attention.		
	
This	workshop	will	include:		

 Teaching	correct	posture	and	stance	
 Teaching	correct	baton	technique	
 Learning	how	to	mark	the	score	and	identify	the	score	elements	through	score	

study	
 Conducting	music	beginning	on	different	beats	
 Conducting	patterns	of	4/4,	¾,	2/2,	3/2	and	simple	mixed	metres	2/4,	¾	and	4/4	
 Indicating	and	conducting	tempo	changes	
 Conducting	a	clear	preparatory	beat	and	clear	cut‐offs		
 Indicating	and	maintaining	a	steady	pulse	
 Conducting	dynamic	changes	with	the	use	of	the	conducting	hand,	and	the	non‐

conducting	hand	
 Develop	the	ability	to	recognize	missing	and	incorrect	notes	easily	
 Learn	how	to	conduct	various	and	distinctive	musical	features:		fermata,	cuing,	le‐

gato,	ritardando	and	staccato	



 

Clapper Chatter - 4 - June 2016 

May 25-27, 2017 
McMaster University, Hamilton 

Meet the conductors! 

Michael Glasgow 

Massed, Bronze and Copper choirs  

Terry Head 

Tin choirs 

He's young, talented, dynamic and energetic. He is 
an award winning composer and a much sought 
after conductor so we're in for a real learning 
treat.   Michael holds several degrees in music as 
well as a Master of Church Music degree, in both 
choral and handbell music. He is the full time Min-
ister of Music at North Raleigh United Methodist 
Church, Raleigh North Carolina. He also serves as 
the editor for the Handbell Musicians of American 
Area 3 newsletter, The Bell-O-Gram, and is a 
member of ASCAP, American Composers Forum, 
Mensa and several other professional organiza-
tions. 

For over twenty years, Terry Head has been in 
the music ministry and is presently the Minister 
of Music at Bridge Street United Church in Belle-
ville, Ontario. He holds several music degrees and 
has completed post-graduate work at the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in the Artist-Teacher Di-
ploma Program at the Glenn Gould Professional 
School.   Terry maintains an active music studio 
in Belleville working with students of all ages in 
organ, voice, and handbell ringing. He is a sought 
after handbell workshop leader and those who 
have attended his workshops speak of his mag-
netic teaching style. 
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Welcome, New and Reinstated Members 
We welcome new and reinstated Members of the Guild! We're glad to welcome you, or welcome 
you back,  into the Guild family. 

We encourage all Members of the Guild to reach out to the new Members in your vicinity. Welcome 
them personally, and offer your support, encouragement and assistance to them as they grow and 
develop as handbell musicians. 

J.-C. Coolen  
OGEHR Membership Secretary  

New Members  
Affiliate 

East 

Glenburnie United Church (Glenburnie ON) 
 Helen Chisholm (Kingston ON) 
 Pearl Corcoran (Kingston ON) 
 Judy Froud (Kingston ON) 
 Mikayla Hagerty (Kingston ON) 
 Lorna Hendry (Glenburnie ON) 
 Heather Johnson (Kingston ON) 
 Lynn McIlroy (Kingston ON) 
 John E Morrison (Kingston ON) 
 Janet Pentney (Glenburnie ON) 
 Beth Seymour (Glenburnie ON) 
 April Smith (Glenburnie ON) 

West 

Metropolitan United Church (London ON) 
 Jane Macdonald (Dorchester ON) 

St. Marys Presbyterian Church (St. Marys ON) 
 Chris Mainprize (St Marys ON) 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reinstated Members 

Individual 

Central East 

 St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church (Scarborough ON) 
 heather nicholson (Ajax ON) 

 

 Affiliate 
East 

Glenburnie United Church (Glenburnie ON) 
 Betty Sangster (Gananoque ON) 
West 
Metropolitan United Church (London ON) 
 Ruth Baker (London ON) 
 Bill Burdick (London ON) 
 Lauren Burdick (London ON) 
 Rob Cairns (London ON) 
 Catherine Gray (London ON) 
 Laurel Hoover (London ON) 
 Sydney Jones (London ON) 
 Kennedy Kimber-Johnson (London ON) 
 Kathy Milligan (London ON) 
 Debbie Obokata (London ON) 
 Barb Sadler (London ON) 
 Clara Tuckey (London ON) 

St. Marys Presbyterian Church (St. Marys ON) 
 Willy Drost (St Marys ON) 
 Wilma Duizer (St Marys ON) 
 Judy Hamilton (St Marys ON) 
 Orrie Hartwick (St Marys ON) 
 Judy Newman (St Marys ON) 
 Jan Soutter (St Marys ON) 
 Ora Walz (St Marys ON) 
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A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL... 

The OGEHR AGM and Gala Dinner held at the end of May was a very successful event. Fifty-nine ring-
ers from Orangeville to Belleville to Mississauga came together to celebrate over thirty years of ringing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five choirs shared performances throughout the afternoon and evening, from beginner to bronze level, 
including  Trinity St. Andrews, who played "A Joyful Ring" on their bells borrowed from the OGEHR Loan 
Program. Other participating choirs included  The Bells of Bowmanville,  The Bells of Westminister, Or-

angeville,  and from Mississauga--Eden Bells 
aPeel,  and a duet played by Debi Sproule and Barbara 
Neal. It was pretty special to watch The Bells of West-
minster parade down the 'yellow brick road' in full cos-
tume before ringing The Wizard of Oz!           

 

 

 

The Bells of Westminster 

 

The business of OGEHR was taken care of at the 
Annual General Meeting, and it was followed by an 
ice breaker of handbell humour, and a chance to 
meet new people and visit with old friends. The 
three-course dinner was interspersed with anec-
dotes and OGEHR history shared by Marjorie Slinn, 
Joan Plume and J.-C. Coolen. Marjorie chatted about 
the founding years of the Guild and shared some 
memories of international festivals, Joan talked about 
the undertaking the IHS in Toronto and travelling over the world with her choirs, and J.-C. talked about 
OGEHR's Mission and Vision. Marg Merkley shared information about the upcoming festival "United We 
Ring" in Hamilton, May 2017, and we met the new Malmark rep, Barbara Cooper. The evening wrapped 
up with thank-yous, and lots of positive feedback. 

Incoming Board members (l-r) Linda Wilson, Cheryl 
McFarlane, J.-C. Coolen, Shirley Jemmett, Janis Cow-
ie, Barbara Neal 
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OGEHR Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data as of May 14, 2016 
        

Directors (Year of Term Expiry*)    

Officer Position(s)    
     *Terms expire at the adjournment of the Annual Meeting    
Committee Chairships; Guild Representatives to external committees 
        
        
President Directors    
        
<<vacant>> (’17)       
President       
Chair: Board; Handbell Guilds of Canada Voting Representative 
        
J.-C. Coolen (’17)  (905) 683-5757  12 Coomer Crescent 
Vice-President; Membership Secretary  jccoolen@sympatico.ca  Ajax, ON  L1T 3B6 
Chair: Nominating; Handbell Guilds of Canada Non-voting Representative 
        
<<vacant>> (’17)       
Past President       
        
        

Directors    
        
Barbara Neal (’17)  (905) 812-8253  74-5480 Glen Erin Drive 
Corresponding and Recording Secretary  barbara.neal@sympatico.ca  Mississauga, ON  L5M 5R3 
Handbell Guilds of Canada Additional Representative 
        
Laurie Karasmanis (’18)  (905) 785-7800  7346 Black Walnut Trail 
Treasurer  laurie.karasmanis@gmail.com  Mississauga, ON  L5N 7M1 
        
Janis Cowie (’17)  (905) 891-1650  1406 Saginaw Crescent 
   jlcowie@rogers.com  Mississauga, ON  L5H 1X5 
Chair: Communications 
       

Terry Head (’19)  (705) 750-8212  200-217 Pinnacle Street 
   terryhead42@gmail.com  Belleville, ON  K8N 3A7 
        
Shirley Jemmett (’19)  (519) 942-8675  20221 Main Street 
   sjemmettringon@gmail.com  Caledon, ON  L7K 1R4 
        
Cheryl McFarlane (’18)  (905) 372-9297  127 Bagot Street 
   oliver.mcfarlanec@gmail.com  Cobourg, ON  K9A 3E9 
Chair: Area Representatives 
        
Margaret Merkley (’19)  (613) 532-8490  53 Shieling Crescent 
   margandpetermerkley@gmail.com  Kingston, ON  K7M 4M7 
Chair: 2017 Festival 
        
Linda Wilson (’18)  (647) 808-1057  55 Anaconda Avenue 
   lindawilson99@gmail.com  Scarborough, ON  M1L 4M1 
Chair: Governance 
        
<<vacant>> (’17)       
        
        
        
<<to be assigned>>       
Chair: Education, Finance, Programs; 2019 Festival; Document Retention Review, Festival Bursary Policy 
        



 

Clapper Chatter - 8 - June 2016 

OGEHR Board-appointed Positions 
Data as of May 26, 2016 

        

Name    
Position (Year of Term Expiry*, where applicable)    
     *Terms expire at the adjournment of the Annual Meeting, except as otherwise noted    
        
        

Area Representatives 
        

Gail Bowes  (613) 565-4972  125 Blackburn Avenue 
East Representative (’17)  bowes125@hotmail.com  Ottawa, ON  K1N 8A6 
        

Cheryl McFarlane  (905) 372-9297  127 Bagot Street 
Central East Representative (‘19)  oliver.mcfarlanec@gmail.com  Cobourg, ON  K9A 3E9 
        

Sandra Thompson  (905) 473-1975  33 Mill Street 
Central Representative (’18)  st1975@rogers.com  Mount Albert, ON  L0G 1M0 
        

Charles Black  (905) 822-0711  1536 Truscott Drive 
Central West Representative (’17)  black1536@rogers.com  Mississauga, ON  L5J 1Z4 
        

Kathleen King Martin  (519) 742-1215  18 Westmeadow Drive 
South Representative (’19)  kathleenkingmartin@hotmail.com  Kitchener, ON  N2N 3J8 
        

Joan Bolam  (519) 473-7887  32-681 Commissioners Road 
West Representative (’18)  jabolam@rogers.com  London, ON  N6K 4T9 
        

<<vacant>>       
North East Representative (’17)       
        

<<vacant>>       
North West Representative (’18)       
        
        

Communications 
        

Man-Yee Sun  (519) 722-1301  267 Mary Street 
Email Coordinator (’17)  manyee.sun@gmail.com  Waterloo, ON  N2J 1S5 
        

Barb Cogan  (905) 785-1556  6938 Hickling Crescent 
Social Media Coordinator (’18)  barbcogan@hotmail.com  Mississauga, ON  L5N 5A9 
        

Helen Coxon  (416) 420-9660  61 Wheatfield Road 
Newsletter Editor (’18)  hcoxon@sympatico.ca  Etobicoke, ON  M8V 2P5 
        

Donald Johnston  (519) 350-6003  608 Huron Street 
Webmaster (‘17)  donald.s.johnston@gmail.com  Toronto, ON  M5R 2R7 
        
        

Education 
        

Barbara Cooper  (519) 940-1862  7 Trillium Trail 
Instrument Loan Program Coordinator (’18)  barbara_musicchild@yahoo.ca  Everett, ON  L0M 1J0 
        
        

Festival Coordinators 
        

Mary Loree  (905) 637-0105  701 George Street 
2017 Festival Coordinator (’18)  mary@loree.mygbiz.com  Burlington, ON  L7R 2V8 
        

<<vacant>>       
2019 Festival Coordinator (’20)       
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Finance 
        
<<vacant>>       
Audit Coordinator       
        
        

Handbell Guilds of Canada Representatives 
        
<<vacant>> [President]       
(Voting Representative)       
        
J.-C. Coolen (’17)  (905) 683-5757  12 Coomer Crescent 
(Non-voting Representative)  jccoolen@sympatico.ca  Ajax, ON  L1T 3B6 
        
Barbara Neal (’17)  (905) 812-8253  74-5480 Glen Erin Drive 
(Additional Representative)  barbara.neal@sympatico.ca  Mississauga, ON  L5M 5R3 
        
        

Programs 
        
<<vacant>>       
Fall Workshop Coordinator (2017-11-30)       
        
Debi Sproule  (905) 634-4589  4054 Melba Lane 
Music Lending Coordinator (’18)  debisproule@gmail.com  Burlington, ON  L7L 2C3 
        
        

MUSIC REVIEW 

Jubilate Junior youth ringers enthusias cally jumped at the opportuni-
ty offered by the Guild's Music Lending Librarian Debi Sproule, to provide 
a review on a piece of music found in OGEHR's collec on.  We chose a su-
per fun piece that interes ngly, as well as coincidentally, resembles and 
captures the spirit and energy of our ringing!  If you ever directed a youth 
handbell choir, you may know ringing "un l the walls come tumbling 
down" would be considered as an extremely cool rehearsal! 

Joshua Fit the Ba le of Jericho, is an enjoyable piece. Its big in sound with 
chunky chords and accidentals, is irresis ble in rhythms, has op ons for 
ringing it straight or swung, and it includes a variety of techniques: mal-
lets, marts, mart li s, shakes, ring touch, making it an exci ng experience 
and entertaining to play!  It is Jubilate Junior approved, comes highly rec-
ommended and scores high on the fun factor! 

 
 
Publisher: Hope Publishing Co.   1996 
Composer: Tradi onal 
Arranger: Martha Lynn Thompson 
Octaves: 3 octaves (23 bells) 
4 octaves (30 bells), 5 octaves (36 bells). 
Ra ng: Level 2 Easy-Medium 
 

Jubilate Junior Youth Handbell Choir rings happily in residence at Trinity United 

Church in Cobourg, in the Central‐East Area, where their brilliance and 

skill con nues to ever bedazzle and cleverly outwit their director, Cheryl McFar‐

lane.  
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OGEHR Clinician Lis ng 
 

OGEHR is currently compiling a list of members indica ng they are available to serve as clinicians and work-
shop presenters at handbell or handchime events. 
 
The Guild, by developing this database, will assist those fellow members and member handbell choirs with 
loca ng poten al clinicians for a plethora of workshop topics and with various skill development instruc on.  
Please complete the following form and submit your informa on as outlined.  Any ques ons please contact 
Cheryl McFarlane at 905.269.1203. 
 

Ontario Guild of English Handbell Ringers 
Guild Workshop Clinician Form 

*You must be a current OGEHR member in good standing to be added to the Guild’s Clinician List. 

    

Name: 

Community of Residence: 

Guild Area: 

Telephone number you wish to be contacted at: 

Email address: 

Website if applicable: 

 

Inform us about your areas of interests, skill sets and experiences as it applies to serving as a hand-

bell/handchime clinician:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return completed form to Cheryl McFarlane @ oliver.mcfarlanec@gmail.com 
or mail to 127 Bagot Street Cobourg, ON K9A 3E9 


